REMARKS 

In the Restriction Requirement, the Examiner has alleged that there are two (2) 
patentably distinct species of the claimed invention. The two species are namely: (1) an 
optical spectrum controller comprising a tunable optical filter (corresponding to FIG. 2 and 
claim 22 and 23) and (2) an optical spectrum controller comprising a wavelength tunable 
laser (corresponding to FIGS. 2 and 8 and claims 22, 24 and 25). The Examiner has noted 
that claim 22 is generic. 

In response to the outstanding Restriction Requirement, Applicant herein elects 
Species n, directed toward an optical spectrum controller comprising a wavelength tunable 
laser (corresponding to FIGS. 2 and 8 and claims 22, 24 and 25), without traverse, for 
prosecution on the merits. 

Accordingly, claim 23 is herein withdrawn as being directed to a non-elected 
species. Nonetheless, AppUcant still reserves and maintain the right to pursue the non- 
elected claims in related appUcations without prejudice in respect of the present 
amendment or otherwise. 

It is beUeved that the foregoing is fuUy responsive to tiie present office action and 
that the claims are allowable to Applicant. Consideration of the appUcation and allowance 
thereof are respectfully requested. 
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The Examiner is invited to contact Applicant's attorneys at the below-indicated 
telephone number regarding this response or otherwise concerning the present appHcation. 

Please charge any required fees for this response, or otherwise regarding the 
present application, to Deposit Account No. 06-1 130 maintained by Applicant's attorney. 



Respectfully submitted, 



By: /James J. Merrick/ 

James J. Merrick 

Registration No. 43,801 
CANTOR COLBURN LLP 
55 Griffin Road South 
Bloomfield, CT 06002 
Telephone (860) 286-2929 
Facsimile (860)286-0115 
Customer No. 23413 

Date: July 11,2007 
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